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House of Lords the speakers showed that they were able
to look at both sides of the subject.    The right of a self-
governing colony to decide whether its territory shall be
the home of a British rather  than  an  Asiatic race was
unreservedly admitted, and it was, of course, further admitted
as a corollary that it had the right of restriction, or even
exclusion of Asiatic immigrants, and with it the right of
effective registration of Asiatics already in residence.     It
was also recognised that the South African Colonies, with
a native question already on their hands, had a double claim
to freedom of action in preventing the  rise of a second
embarrassment of the same kind.    But, as Lord Curzon so
eloquently set forth, there is the claim of British Indians to
be full citizens of the Empire, as we have exhorted them to
consider themselves ; the natural seeking  of outlets for a
population which our own policy has caused to grow with
enormous rapidity, the general ideas which we have laboured
to Implant in the minds of our Indian fellow-subjects, and
the services which we have called upon to render to the
Empire when it suited ourselves.

The problems in Natal are very special. There are in
that Colony 95,000 Europeans, 112,000 Indians or Asiatics,
and about 938,000 Kaffirs, so that the Indian population
already substantially exceeds the European population, while
the Kaffirs far outnumber both. The latter, however, are
not much inclined to regular work, and for a good many
years the sugar-planters on the coastal territory in Natal
encouraged the immigration of Indians to assist in the
cultivation of the sugar-cane, and many of them remained
in the country after the conclusion of their indentured
period. A large number of the Indians in Natal are of the
second and third generations, and know nothing of the
country of their origin. A recent writer has stated that:
" In Natal there are Indians in the plantations, Indians in
wholesale trade in the big cities and in retail trade in every
township, Indians on the railways, Indians as waiters in the
hotels and Indians in domestic service. They are making